2So                    Law, Its Origin

assumes to be able to classify transactions before
they come into being, and, therefore, before they can
be known.

There is a sort of unconscious belief with the prac-
tical minds of whose views I am speaking, that
though enacted rules of law may not well suit many
transactions in the future, yet that, being enacted,
men will conform their conduct to them, and that
thus uncertainty may be diminished.

But this supposes that we now have a fully devel-
oped and accomplished world, and that hereafter we
are not to be confronted with novel transactions to
any considerable extent. There is nothing to justify
such an expectation. If we were to compare differ-
ent periods in the past with the view of ascertaining
in which one there was more of novelty in the con-
junctures challenging judicial inquiry and doubt, I
apprehend that the last century would be pre-eminent.

I have been speaking of one particular source of
uncertainty in the law, that arising from our in-
ability to foreknow an ever-changing future. But
there is another even greater. Uncertainty arises
whenever, from any cause, men come to differ in
their opinions about the law. Now of all the causes
creating uncertainty in opinions and beliefs the
imperfection of language is perhaps the greatest.
The most learned men have been employed un-
ceasingly ever since the existence of the Christian
Church in interpreting the Bible, and yet all Christen-
dom is split up into sectarian divisions, based upon
conflicting interpretations. Desolating wars have
been waged as a consequence of such uncertainty.